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Here are 11 best-practice guidelines for grant writing in today's economy Sharon Campbell Solution Group
relevant for both nonprofits and mission-oriented businesses.

These 11 best practices draws on current thinking about funder priorities, fight budgets, and high competition.
Feel free to pick & adapt the ones that fit your programs (e.g., your youth programs, economic-empowerment
work) and | can help you tailor them further.

In today'’s rapidly evolving economy, nonprofits and businesses alike face new challenges and new
opportunities when seeking funding. Grant writing is no longer just about producing a persuasive narrative; it's
about aligning mission with measurable impact, demonstrating innovation, and using fechnology to stay
competitive.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has become a powerful partner in this process streamlining research, enhancing data
storytelling, identifying funder alignment, and improving proposal quality with speed and precision. By
integrating Al into traditional grant writing practices, organizations can not only save time but also increase
their success rate by crafting smarter, data-driven, and more compelling proposals

This guide outlines eleven best practices designed to help your organization thrive in the modern funding
landscape combining proven strategies with Al-driven insights to position your programs, partnerships, and
people for long-term sustainability and growth.

1. Follow Every Funder Instruction Precisely
Grant reviewers immmediately reject incomplete or non-compliant proposals. Always follow page limits,
required aftachments, font size, and format guidelines.

Al Tip: Use Al proofreading tools (e.g., Grammarly, Wordtune, ChatGPT review prompts) to ensure your
proposal matches submission requirements and corrects grammar, tone, and clarity.

2. Customize Each Proposal for the Funder
No "one-size-fits-all.” Research the funder's goals, past grantees, and language.

Al Tip: Use Al search assistants or summarizers to analyze a funder’'s website, mission statement, or past
funded projects. This helps you mirror their tone and align your proposal language with their values.

3. Build a Strong Program Design Before Writing
Strong projects not fancy writing or jargon win funding. Define your problem, target population,
outcomes, and success indicators before drafting.

Al Tip: Use Al planning tools to build your logic model or theory of change. For example, ask ChatGPT to
"generate measurable outcomes and indicators” for your proposed activities.
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Blend Storytelling and Data
Funders want emotional connection and measurable evidence. Combine human stories with hard
data.

Al Tip: Use Al data visualization or text summarization tools to turn raw data into persuasive graphs and
concise narratives. You can even ask Al to draft compelling story arcs using anonymized client stories.

Align Narrative and Budget
Budgets tell the story in numbers make sure they match the words.

Al Tip: Use Al spreadsheet formulas or budgeting templates to model scenarios, forecast costs, and
check for inconsistencies between your line items and your written proposal.

Write with Clarity and Impact
Avoid jargon. Use active voice, short paragraphs, and powerful verbs.

Al Tip: Ask Al to simplify complex paragraphs or rewrite sections at an 8t —10th grade reading level for
broader understanding. You can also test for tone (professional, persuasive, or community-focused).

Demonstrate Sustainability and Innovation
Show funders your plan beyond the grant: partnerships, earned income, or impact tracking.

Al Tip: Use Al scenario modeling to project financial sustainability, simulate various funding mixes, or
draft future-impact narratives with data projections.

Build Relationships with Funders
Human connection still matters most. Communicate proactively, thank funders, and report progress.

Al Tip: Use Al-powered CRM systems to manage relationships track contacts, deadlines, thank-you
notes, and reporting dates automatically.

Create a Grant Calendar and Tracking System
Deadlines, renewals, and reporting can easily get lost.

Al Tip: Integrate Al-enhanced project management tools (like Notion Al)
ClickUp Al, or Monday Al) fo automate reminders, summarize RFPs, and keep your team aligned.

Prepare for Post-Award Compliance and Reporting
Winning the grant means managing it well. Track spending, meet deadlines, and demonstrate
outcomes.

Al Tip: Use Al to summarize progress reports, visualize impact, or draft first versions of funder updates
based on your tfracking data saving hours while maintaining consistency.

Develop an Al-Supported Grant Library and Templates
Maintain reusable materials (mission, bios, organizational capacity statements) but personalize each
proposal.

Al Tip: Store content in Al-searchable databases (e.g., Notion Al, Airfable Al, or Google Drive with Al-

powered search). Use Al prompts to instantly refrieve and adapt sections for new funders while
preserving your voice and brand.
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Bonus: How Al Strengthens Grant Writing in Today’s Economy

o Efficiency: Al accelerates research, data organization, and editing so small teams can compete with
larger organizations.

e Equity: Al tools lower barriers for emerging nonprofits without paid grant writers.
e Data-Driven Impact: Al helps convert outcome data info compelling visuals and insights for funders.

¢ Trend Awareness: Al tools frack current funding trends, economic shifts, and sector priorities—helping
you stay relevant.

e Consistency: Al ensures alignment across all proposals, reducing human error and maintaining brand
tone.

Successful grant writing in today’s economy requires more than strong writing, it demands strategic thinking,
operational readiness, and the smart use of technology.

By embracing these eleven best practices and integrating Al tools into each stage of your process, you
fransform grant writing from a reactive task into a proactive growth strategy.

When human creativity meets artificial intelligence, the result is clarity, consistency, and competitive
advantage. Whether your goal is to expand a youth program, launch a social enterprise, or strengthen
community impact, the key is to write with purpose, lead with data, and let Al amplify your voice.

The future of funding belongs to organizations that adapt and those who use technology to tell their story with
authenticity, accuracy, and vision will shape the next generation of impact.
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